71-73 FEN ROAD CONSULTATION

CAMBRIDGE INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP
Who We Are
Cambridge Investment Partnership (CIP) is an
equal partnership between Cambridge City
Council and Hill Investment Partnerships. CIP is
supporting the Council to deliver new council
rented homes across the city by developing
council-owned land and other sites.
The Partnership model allows the joint
investment of land, funding and professional
expertise in housing and mixed-use
development. CIP is focussed on tackling
Cambridge’s affordable housing shortage,
optimising value for the Council whilst promoting
excellence in design and placemaking.
To date, CIP has secured planning approval for
511 net new council rented homes across 14 sites
in Cambridge. Such sites were previously used as
council offices, council housing and underused
garages no longer fit for purpose. Construction
of these developments is well underway with the
first development fully occupied earlier this year.
Pictured to the right are some of our recent
developments, highlighting the high-quality new
homes we are providing across Cambridge.

Our Vision

Cromwell Road, 295 homes including 40% affordable

• To create highly sustainable, successful new
places to live in Cambridge.
• Improve the use of council assets and those
of other public sector bodies in Cambridge to
meet the identified housing need across the
city.
• Deliver 1,000 new council homes in Cambridge
through partnership.
• Achieve the highest environmental standards
for new homes with all future developments to
be gas-free and this pilot project to be certified
Passivhaus.
• Passivhaus means all homes will have very low
energy use and heating costs.

Ironworks, Mill Road – 236 new homes including 50% affordable
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THE SITE
The site (71-73 Fen Road, CB4 1UN) is currently not
in use, but accommodates two existing singlestorey buildings, which were previously used as
an assisted living facility.
It is located just a short walk from Cambridge
North Station and the new Chisholm Trail,
providing excellent connectivity to Cambridge
station and the city centre.
The land is bordered by existing homes on
Fen Road and Cheney Way with a public open
space, known as Five Trees, directly to the north
west. To the south of the site is the River Cam,
Stourbridge Common and Ditton Meadows,
which are accessible via a footpath link onto the
river towpath.
Located near the site the Abbey Chesterton
Bridge will be operational by 2021 creating new
access to the aforementioned places south of the
River Cam.
Towards the rear of the site is the Five Trees open
space which is currently accessed through a
footpath located to the far east of the site.

The site outlined in red

View of the current footpath

View looking at current site frontage

View from north-west on the site looking east

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS
The site offers many opportunities that help
contribute to a successful and desirable place
to live. There are, however, constraints on the
site which will have an impact on how it can be
developed.

Five Trees

Opportunities
• Improve pedestrian access from Fen Road to
Five Trees creating a new, safer and well lit
footpath.
• Visually enhance the area by bringing the site
back into active use.
• Provide a well-connected scheme in proximity
to local amenities.
• Regenerate a disused brownfield site with
much-needed affordable housing.
• Ability to protect security and privacy of
neighbours.
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Constraints
• Parts of the site frontage are in an area that
could flood in a severe flood event.
• There are a number of neighbouring houses
which must be considered. Regard needs to
be had to issues of overlooking, overshadowing
and potential overbearance.
• The presence of a sewer easement which
prevents building take place within the defined
area.
• The presence of a number of trees on the site.
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Existing footway to Five Trees

THE PROPOSALS
Our new scheme will provide
• 12 new council rented houses
• 8 x 2-bed houses
• 2 x 3-bed houses
• 1 x 3-bed wheelchair adapted house
• 1 x 4-bed wheelchair adapted house

• Parking spaces with electric vehicle
charging points
• Private garden space for all homes
• Generous provision of new cycle parking
• Improved walking and cycling access to
Five Trees open space.

Benefits from
redevelopment
Providing much-needed new council
homes
2 homes designed to be wheelchair
adapted allowing disabled residents
to live independently within the
community.

Example living space
Low energy Passivhaus scheme

Improving the pedestrian access
path to Five Trees by making it
safer and greener; helping the local
community to enjoy this space
Promoting sustainable modes of
transport with new cycle storage for
all residents
Example Kitchen

Council rented homes for families

Example of private garden space for all homes

Private garden space for all new
homes
Replacing the existing buildings,
which are in a poor state of repair
and in need of redevelopment, with
a well-designed scheme that will
enhance the site and its immediate
setting
A well-positioned site which would
provide easy access to the city centre
and other amenities for residents

Example of Passivhaus homes with level access
for wheelchair users

Better access to Five Trees open space

Wheelchair adapted homes
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2 Bedroom 4 Person
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LANDSCAPE STRATEGY
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Proposed tree

EXISTING FOOTPATH TO FIVE TREES

PROPOSED FOOTPATH TO FIVE TREES

VISUALS

Aerial view showing current layout in relation to neighbouring properties from Fen Road

Aerial view showing proposed redevelopment Fen Road looking north with Five Trees at the top of
the image’

Current view of the existing footpath to Five Trees located on the east of the site

Proposed view looking north along the new footpath to Five Trees in the centre of the site

SUSTAINABILITY
The scheme has been designed with strong
sustainability initiatives at its core. This includes:

All buildings will be ‘Passivhaus’
homes in which thermal comfort can
be provided solely by heating or
cooling of the fresh air flow.

In practise this means a more
sustainable approach to heating
homes. There will be lower levels of
energy used in heating with lower
energy costs.

Generous provision of new cycle
parking

Increased bio-diversity on site with the
planting of new trees.

A new ‘green link’ joining the Five
Trees open space through the site and
to the River Cam.

Inclusion of EV charging points for
electrical vehicles.

All existing good and high-quality
trees identified on the site will be
retained. Where existing low quality
trees do need to be removed, these
will be replaced with new planting.

HOW DOES PASSIVHAUS WORK?

Super Insulated
Continuous
Thermal Envelope

Solar Shading

Natural Ventilation
High Performance
Glazing

Air Intake &
Exhaust

Draught Proof Construction
Whole House Mechanical
Ventilation With Heat
Recovery

HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE PROPOSALS
Cambridge Investment Partnership is pleased
to present plans for 71-73 Fen Road and would
welcome your thoughts on the proposals
If you would like to, please fill in the survey that
can be found on our Your Say website, where you
can provide us with further comment. You do
not need to leave personal details, however if you
would like further information, please leave us
your contact details so we can get in touch.
We encourage you to visit the website and leave
your feedback by 5pm Wednesday 6th January,
however if you have any questions you would like
us to answer during the webinar, please send
these in advance of 16th December.

Contact us
Call on our number
07825 758 243 or email
ltatton@conciliocomms.com
Visit our consultation website at
yoursay.online/fen-road

Timeline
Online consultation
December 2020
Application submitted
February 2021

Planning committee
decision
Summer 2021

Construction
Commences
Winter 2021

Development Completed
18-months post construction
commencing.

